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Board Members:





Barbee Bennington  – Pres.  – (480) 946-5257


Maria Carrano –  Vice Pres.  – (480) 924-1429


Karen Bennington –   Sec.   – (480) 228-4388


Steve Gagne –  Treasurer    – (480) 917-3555


Molly Hunter – Dir. of Ops –   (602) 993-9412  


Judy Rose - Tucson Director - (877) 860-8694





February Roll Call








Meeting Minutes   














     Alphazonies in attendance at the February meeting were Joan and Lyle Watson, Joan Marzolf, Molly Hunter, Steve Gagne, Jeanne and Lewis Rippey, David Krouse, Dean Lauer, George and Joyce Jackson, Charlotte Bennington, Karen and Barbee Bennington.


      Guests included:  


Karen Keogh from 


Bayer; Mandy 


Kimbrough 


from Accredo; 


Ann Andari from 


Aventis: Kim Jones 


and Natalie Goodin 


from Baxter.


      


� HYPERLINK "Newsletter March 2004 pg 2.doc" ��Newsletter March 2004 pg 2.doc�








      Pictured above are Kim Jones and Natalie Goodin from Baxter. Kim discussed such topics as knowing your insurance and Medicare versus private and group insurance.  Alphas insurance breaks down to 50% private and group, 40% Medicare and 10% Medicaid.  She also discussed several healthcare issues: the economic downturn effecting healthcare, state cost containment, Medicare reform, healthcare reform, rising drug costs, increased drug expenditures and consumer’s changing expectations of their healthcare needs.  Kim was very informative and interactive with the members answering many questions and easing several concerns.





       February’s General Meeting opened with a prayer from Molly Hunter.  Baxter provided a lunch of Manuel’s fine Mexican food.  Roll call was passed around to the members.  Karen Bennington read a synopsis of January’s minutes of the meeting and Steve Gagne presented the treasury report.           


       OLD BUSINESS: Elections committee chairman, Jean Rippey, gave the Election’s report.  She outlined the deadlines for nominations and voting for our elected board members.  All nominations must have been made known by February 29th and all absentee voting must be made by March 31st.  Nominations were made to re-elect all current board members.


       NEW BUSINESS:  We need a new Caller to take over for Joyce Jackson as she and George are planning to move back to Colorado soon. 


      We sent a get well soon card to Mike Hermanson signed by all the members in attendance at the meeting.  


      A request was made for a committee chairman for the Annual meeting in April.  There were no volunteers for the position.  The sign up sheet was passed around for the potluck also to be held at the Annual meeting.  There was a great response, however we still need volunteers to bring more side dishes, drinks and breads with items such as butter, jam, etc.  The sign up sheet will be made available at the March meeting or you can contact Barbee Bennington. Joan Marzolf did volunteer to make calls for needed items if necessary.


      New information for physicians and nurses in the form of Continuing Medical Education (CME) CDs were passed out to all interested members to be given to their Doctor and his or her staff.  The topic of the CME is Standards for Diagnosis and Management of Care for Individuals with Alpha-1 Anti-trypsin Deficiency. 


      All interested members who wish to participate in the upcoming national conference were made known.  Those who would like to attend are as follows: Joan and Lyle Watson, Steve Gagne, Joan Marzolf, Jean Robinson, and Barbee and Karen Bennington.


      The meeting closed with a wonderful presentation from Baxter’s own, Kim Jones, on Insurance Advocacy for Alphas.  
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Important Email Addresses
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Fax number        (480) 675-9912








by Karen Bennington

















